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U.S. role in Nicara
revives issue of secr

B e ]

By James McCartnev <
ingquirer Wasmngon bureov . o

WASHINGTON .— President. Rea- :
"gan’s supporiers_depict-he. Unied
Siates as a.pitiful, helpless giant in
Central Americe, trying tofight.com-
munist weachery, as.one savs, *with
one hand-tied behind jis back L. -1
That is what will happen, they say, .
if Congress cuts off money 10 support ‘
a secret war against the lefnist Sandi-
nista government in Nicaragua.
But Reagan's opponenis sav the is-
Sue in the congressional debate over
Nicarague -is .quite different They
ask: “Can — or should — a democrai-
icsociety Iy 10 fight a.controversial,
coveri war?™- . g

In faci. the.debate hasTaisedunre- - -

solved issues-about presidential pow- .
- €rs and secretwars that have hauni-

€d the nation since the tragedy at the

Bay of Pigs in Cuba in 1961. .

+ Ray Cline. former heac of:intelli-!
“;-gence for the Staie Deparunent. has’
f=argued wal President Reaganshould
~-'De abie 10 wage a secret war against_
* the Sandinistas. and other -imelli-
__gence specialists have agreed.  ~

= *“The Soviets and Cubans operate

" secret-wars.” Cline said. “We have 10 ’
- be-able 10 counter them at their own !
. game. with the only Kkinds of meth- :

. 0ds that will work™ @ -

But former ClA Director Stansfieid

. Turner disagreed. It was, he heas writ.

" ten.-a mistake .for the ClA. 10 get

t.involved in Nicaragua. .
4

* Turner hasargued 1hat the Jessons

¢ of modern -hiswry. in .an-age of in-
<Stant .commupication,” prove: that a
~democraric Society cannotengage in
“covert. imeéligence -operations : that
might be politically controversial be- -
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cause they inevizably will be exposed .
and thus will backfire.

*He.added that some covert-aetivi-
‘es-might ‘be justified ‘becanse they
would have.broad.public_suppor -if
exposed, “‘but.he Nicaragua opers-
o is novongofhem” ... .
! The congressional debate over-co-
vert action *in “Nicaragus . goes Jar
beyond the question of whether Res-

gan violated the law by secretly snp--

‘porting antiSandinista guerrilles.—
the issue tnitially raised by members
of the House Intelligence Commitiee.
* Many4in Congress — mostly Demo-
crats, but also 2 few Republicans —
are challenging Reagan's bard-line
policies in Central America. They
also guestion whether his presiden-
al powersshould be restricted.
. And they are -raising basic ques-
tions about.cover: action by the CIA.
Such questions have torn the agency
apart with-internal power struggles
recently and threaten 10 do so again.
v Congressional critics do not want
10 rule out covert intelligence activi-
qies, but would sharply restrict them. )
- The congressional move-10 cut off ¢
~aid ~to~the -Nicaragnan ~rebels <has
been cast in terms of preventing the
- Reagan administration*from violat-
. ing the law. Beneath the surface, it
has been ‘much’ more than that

In'a party-line vofe, the House In-
telligence Committee, which is con-

:. irolled by Democrats, approved a res-
_.=olution Tuesday 4o’ prohibit United
* States support for ‘military -or pera-
military operations in Nicarague.”
~. "The narrow argument was that
Reagan had.ignored & congressional
‘mandate -of.Jast December Aforbid-
_.-ding US. support for.efforts toover-

..throw_the Sandinista governm ent

But members ofthe House commir-

" 1ee did ‘mor talk of -legalities.“They

™ @iscussed the resolution in terms of

-opposition.10 Reagan's-overell Cen-
“1ral American:policies:

Committe¢ "Chairman ‘Edward Bo.
- “lahd (D., Mess.) said Reagan's secret.

support bad become .counterprodue-
tive, meaning that the United States
was making enemies by underwrit-

* tng a°secret-army. :

Fundamentally, the Défnocrats be-
dieve that Reagan is trying 1o wip

** militarily 417 Central ~Americs “be-

* -end of September,Jesving the fateof.
¢’ Reagan’s pro|

--;ca B

-~-White Houseé.-correspondents

" guan rebels as “freedom fighters”
. and argued. that-the .United Siates
- -Inust support those whooppose dicts-

STAT

——chuse he-seesIhposrugele primarily

in military terms:They areseeking |
pegotiations. :ji?,;s;‘i-"h.:, e
The Senate -Imelligence *Commit-

* “'tee, however, which3s controlled by
. Republicans, yoted Eriday to permit
" “continuance «of icoverrasupportyfor -

Nicaraguan rebelsat jeast nuntitsthe
mp in the air”:_

The commilres =iso deman ded 2 |

report ‘by_1he end-of Septemberon

:Reagan’s objectivesin. Central. Amer-
Syl T .

- Reagan cast the ergument in mili-

1ary 1erms -in -an ‘mmterview with

‘Wednesday. He picrured the Nicara-

Yorial lefrist regimes. - . _
- The debate over covert support of j
warfare in Cenrral America-also cen-
ters on ‘whetbher ‘the President
should do what he thinks is neces-
sary i{ he believes the nation’s secu-
rity is at.stake. .

The clearest statement of Reagan’s

* -attitude oD this ATuestion came tWo

.weeks ago fram_White_House coun- |

selor Edwin Meese 3d, who 10ld re-
poriers: “It is the responsibility of
the president to conduct foreign poli-
-CYy. Limitations on that by Congress
.are improper, as.far as I'm con-
cerned.” - e .

Reagan hes-taken the -same posi- |

tion. He said in his April 27 speech 10
. 2 )oint session-of Congress that “the
“national:security-of all‘the Americas
15 a1 suake in Gentrdll ‘America™ And
:he said Wednesday:ghat the House
‘was seeking 10 1ake away “the sbility
-of'thé executive-branch to carry.out
-1 consututional “responsibilities.”
" " To Reagan the issne is whether he

- c&n 4o his job as:bethinks it needs 10

be done. In-the background is the
question of the role-of-covert action

by the CIA, which, through most of

its history, has operated without pub-
lic or congressional scrutiny. -
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